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An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users.
To use please switch your hearing aid to "T."

THE GATHERING

We invite you to help create the experience of silence before our service.

Our hope is to calm our hearts as we prepare to enter into an intensity of shared presence.
Thank you for turning off all electronic devices.

VOLUNTARY

At the sound of the bell, all rise as able.

HYMN 304: | come with joy to meet my Lord

Unison or harmony
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Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936),
Music: American folk melody

Land of Rest



Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

All And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA sung by all
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Presider The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
All Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in

safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LiITURGY OF THE WORD

All are seated.
THE LESSON: Genesis 32:22-31

The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of
the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone;
and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him
on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he
said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with
humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, and yet
my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The people stand as able and sing.

HYMN 1: Father, we praise thee, now the night is over Christe sanctorum
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21

Gospeler ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from
the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When
it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds
away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you
give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them
here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up
to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who
ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON: The Reverend Nan Waldie

Reflective silence and stillness are kept after the sermon.

Sermon notes:

The people stand to say
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Vir-
gin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The intercessor and people pray responsively.

Intercessor

God feeds all who come to the waters. Let us offer prayers for all who thirst for God.

The people remain standing or kneel.

Intercessor

All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor

All

Intercessor

All

Intercessor

All

Intercessor

For Sean, our presiding bishop, Phil, our bishop, and for all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people
of God, let us pray to the Lord.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For all believers who put their trust in the incarnate Son of God, let us pray to the Lord.
Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, and for peace and justice, let us pray to the Lord.
Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For all who struggle to establish greater peace upon earth, especially those who serve in the military, those
on missions of hope and mercy, and their families, let us pray to the Lord.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For all first responders, especially our urban and wildland firefighters: that God may protect and strengthen

them during this season of heat and wildfire danger, and bring them safely home to their families, let us pray
to the Lord.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For the sick and the suffering, especially Lindsay, Ray, Greg, Darlene, David, Bill, Linda, Dawn, Sally, Janet,
John, Tara, Thomas, Alex, Pam, Mary Jane, Ted, and Peggy, for the hungry and the oppressed, and for the
dying and the dead, let us pray to the Lord.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For those on our hearts, offering intercession and solace, comfort and healing, praise and thanksgiving, for
those we now name silently or aloud.

The people may add their own petitions.

Intercessor
All

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Presider offers a Concluding Collect.

God who breaks bread among us, hear our prayers for all in need and fill your hungry people with manna from
heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Presider continues
THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Presider

We pray also for the forgiveness of our sins.

The people kneel. A moment of reflective silence is kept.



Said by all

All Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The people stand.
THE PEACE

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

The ministers and people greet one another in the name of Christ.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Presider Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

The offertory is the time during the service when we give offerings to God, acknowledging that
all we have comes from God. The choir offers their gift of music, and this is our opportunity
to offer thanks to God through a monetary gift to support the ministries of Epiphany. Active
Epiphany parishioners make an annual pledge commitment toward the vitality of our ministries.
In some cases pledging parishioners also make a financial contribution at the offertory. Money
placed in the hunger basket at Communion supports our outreach ministry of feeding those in
need. You may use the QR code, either during the anthem or later at your convenience, or place
your offering in the offering plate as it is passed.




OFFERTORY ANTHEM: At the river Aaron Copland (1900-90)

Shall we gather by the river,

Where bright angel’s feet have trod,
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God?

Yes, we'll gather by the river,

The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints by the river
That flows by the throne of God.

Soon we'll reach the shining river,
Soon our pilgrimage will cease,
Soon our happy hearts will quiver
With the melody of peace.

Yes, we'll gather by the river,

The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints by the river.
That flows by the throne of God.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Presider We now turn our attention to the altar, where we first witness, and then share in, the very becoming of
God among us: first as bread and wine, then within ourselves through that bread and wine, and finally out
into the world through the lives we live. Everyone is welcome to receive communion at this table.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A
Presider The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth, for you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS sung by all Richard Proulx
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Presider continues.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and people

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.

Presider and people

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

Presider

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
THE LORD’S PRAYER said by all

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM: Lamb of God
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are invited to receive the Holy Communion. It is your choice as to whether you receive Holy Communion or a blessing. You may receive
Communion or a blessing at the standing station in the front of the nave or proceed to the altar rail. The bread will be placed in your
palm. You may consume the bread and then drink from the chalice (please grasp the bottom of the chalice firmly and guide it to your
lips); or, you may leave the bread in your palm for the chalice bearer to dip it into the wine and place it on your tongue. Self-intinction is
strongly discouraged by the Episcopal church. The people’s response to receiving the bread and the wine is “Amen.” Gluten-free wafers
are available. To indicate to the Eucharistic minister that you would like a gluten-free wafer, please present your hands palms down.
Those who do not wish to receive Communion are invited to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

If with all your hearts Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47)

If with all your hearts ye truly seek Me,

ye shall ever surely find Me.

Thus saith our God.

Oh! that | knew where | might find Him,
that I might even come before His presence!

The people stand as able.
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Presider Let us pray.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE BLESSING

Presider May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you, and be gracious to you. May God’s
countenance be upon you, and give you peace. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit—the God who loves you, who really, really loves you—be with you now and forever more.

Amen.

HYMN 209: We walk by faith, and not by sight
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DISMISSAL

Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

After the procession has led the way out of the church,
we invite you to remain for the Voluntary or depart quietly.

VOLUNTARY

Music reprinted by permission, OneLicense #A-706859

TR
-0
N

Words: Henry Alford (1810-71)
Music: Gordon Slater (1896-1979)

St. Botolph
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PARISH PRAYER LIST
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE BIRTHDAYS FALL BETWEEN AUGUST 2 AND AUGUST 8
Freya Burrows-White, Scott Laing, Charles Chesnut, William Nielsen, Gieth Phou, Christina Carter, John Cary

WE PRAY FOR THOSE ON THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER
St. Aidan’s, Camano Island
Transfiguration, Darrington

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH WHO ARE ILL OR GRIEVING
Eileen Riley, Lynn Manley, Alice Foreman, Barbara Lock,
Jessica Khan, Janet Salisbury, Libby Goldstein, Jill Miller,
Tracey Osterlind, Margaret Petersen, Ivan, Tara Lee, Robert Bergman,
John Cary, Peter Mourer, Meriweather Campbell, Les,

Pam Tinsley, Alex, Jerilyn, Frank Krejci, Kai Bery, Alvin Moseberry, Sr.,
Howard Gasaway, Sr., Tom Larsen, Emily Kellam, Mary Jo, Cindee,
Herb Marlow, David Young, Mary Jane Anderson, Helen Arnold,
Meghan, Marsha Wells, Maura, Chris, Mary Hall, Steve Wood,
Kathy Countryman, Annie, Hannah, Adam, Peter, Tate, Dawn, Betsy, Pat,
Frederick, Sam, John Caner, Debbie, Dwayne, Joan, Janet Hoehne,
Eleanor Nelson, Laura, Brent Firth, Maddie, Kody, Janet Ketcham,
Elizabeth Campbell, Sonya, Melissa, Sally Clarke, Dawn Friend,
Becky Sargent, Noelle, Nasir, Bill Meyer, Linda Bush,

David Whedbee, Darlene Hermes, Greg Jones, Ray Irwin, Lindsay

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Jean Mclaren
Are you or a loved one in need of some extra, tender loving care? Pastoral Care Ministries at Epiphany can reach out

through a written prayer, a Eucharistic visit, a phone call, a greeting card, a bouquet of Epiphany flowers, a prayer shawl,
and/or a meal delivered. Please contact Diane Carlisle at dcarlisle@epiphanyseattle.org.

The altar fowers are given to the Glory of God
and in Thanksgiving for
our Twentieth Anniversary

From Joelle and David Siebert




Preserve & Enhance our Spiritual Home

the Capital
Campaign *

Join us for a Chancel Gathering to learn E'FIE:EE
more about how you can participate in

honoring our past and generously .
passing Epiphany to future generations. E

100% participation: Epiphany has thrived for the past 18 years
through a simple but powerful pattern: when everyone participates
and gives generously according to their capacity, we have what we
need. If we honor this same principle today, we’ll be able to care for
this place and continue as a thriving Episcopal church.

Want to mark your calendar with upcoming events? Learn more at EpiphanySeattle.org/events




the Capiltal
Campaign

Preserve & Enhance
our Spiritual Home

100% participation: Epiphany has thrived for the past
18 years through a simple but powerful pattern: when
everyone participates and gives generously according
to their capacity, we have what we need. Have you
made your commitment? Scan this QR code:

YWCA Back-to-
School Drive

Deadline is August 12

Families living in YWCA housing and emergency shelters often have
limited resources for back-to-school expenses, and those costs continue
to rise. The YWCA provides $100 gift cards for elementary students and
$200 gift cards for middle and high school students so they can
purchase the school supplies they need most. Please make your
donation by August 12. If you have any questions, you can contact Ann
McCurdy at ann@frostymoose.com. Thank you for your generosity! Scan
the QR code below to donate:

Ronald
McDonald House

Tuesday, August 11
12:45 - 4:00 pm

The Ronald McDonald House is a home away from home for families
while their children undergo treatment at Seattle Children's Hospital. At
the house they offer homemade meals provided by volunteers!

This month, Epiphany is seeking more volunteers to help cook at the
Ronald McDonald House. If you would like to learn more or sign up,
please contact Amanda Eap at amanda@epiphanyseattle.org or Audrey
Seale at audreyseale@comcast.net.

Teen Feed

Thursday, August 27
6:00 - 8:30 pm
U-District

Epiphany has partnered with Teen Feed since the early 1980s, serving
meals to young people experiencing homelessness in Seattle's University
District. In addition to meals, Teen Feed provides social and health
services, housing support, and job assistance. We are looking for
volunteers to help prepare and serve meals on the fourth Thursday of
each month (except November and December). To volunteer or learn
more, please contact Amanda Eap at amanda@epiphanyseattle.org.

Want to mark your calendar with upcoming events? Learn more at EpiphanySeattle.org/events




Spiritual Gym
Challenge

Join Parish Life Minister Amanda Eap for a monthly, faith-centered
physical challenge that nurtures the wholeness of body, mind, and spirit.
Open to all abilities and experience levels, this isn’t about competition—
it's about showing up, building consistency, and caring for our bodies
together in community. Each month features a simple, accessible
challenge you can do anywhere, along with optional support through an
accountability group. The challenge begins on the first of each month,
with participants recognized on the last Sunday. Come move, grow, and
embrace wholeness with us!

August’s challenge: Wall Sits every day of the month—choose a time
frame that will work for you and stay consistent all month long.

Seattle Labyrinth
Pilgrimage
Saturday, August 8

9:00 am - noon
Courtyard

Continue the journey with a guided labyrinth pilgrimage through the
Seattle area. Rev. Emily Tanis-Likkel is returning to lead our participants
in visiting several local labyrinths, experiencing each as a unique space
for prayer, reflection, and spiritual practice. Along the way, Rev. Emily
will offer guidance and insights into the tradition of pilgrimage and
labyrinth walking. Following the pilgrimage, the group will return to
Epiphany to share lunch and reflect on the experience together. Lunch
will be provided and carpool options are available. All are welcome.
Email Cadence Granados with questions at
cgranados@epiphanyseattle.org. Scan to RSVP:

Men's Ministry:
Holy Smokes BB()

Thursday, August 13
6:00 - 8:00 pm
§t. Francis Garden

The grills are hot, the burgers are sizzling, and the Men of Epiphany are
gathering once again for Holy Smokes—our summer BBQ series full of
great food, cold drinks, loud laughter, and excellent company. Join us for
relaxed summer evenings featuring burgers, brats, sides, desserts,
occasional grill-master glory, and plenty of good conversation. Whether
you're a BBQ veteran or simply willing to hold a plate and tell a good
story, there’s a seat for you at the table. Suggested donation: $20 to
help cover food costs. Feel free to bring a favorite beverage to share.
Questions? Reach out to Brook Berry at brook@brookberry.biz.
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Reminder: Keep Alert & Avoid Phishing Scams

Some parishioners have received emails or text messages appearing to be from Doyt, asking for gift cards, wire
transfers, or personal information. These messages are fake. Our clergy will never contact you out of the blue asking
for money or gift cards via text or email. If you receive one of these messages: don't reply, don't click any links, and
don't send money. Delete it, or contact the Parish office directly at 206-324-2573 to verify before responding to
anything that seems off. Thank you for your diligence!

Want to mark your calendar with upcoming events? Learn more at EpiphanySeattle.org/events




Parishioner-Sponsored Grants

The Service & Outreach Group is once again offering small grants to charitable
organizations nominated by parishioners. A $10,000 funding pool is available for a
limited number of grants of up to $2,500 each, made possible through this year's Have a

Heart fundraiser.

Applicants must be pledging members of Epiphany who actively support the nominated
501(c)(3) nonprofit, either financially or through volunteer service. Applications are due
Sunday, August 9; award notifications will be made in September.

Questions? Contact Sue Cary at sue.cary@comcast.net or 206-714-2099.

Chapel Bell & Capital
Campaign Celebration

Sunday, September 13
Directly after 8:45 am service

Join us as we celebrate the end of our Capital Campaign with the
installation and ringing of Epiphany’s new chapel bell! This century-old
bell was saved from an Episcopal church in Sedro-Woolley through the
efforts of Bob Barnes and others, and will be dedicated in Epiphany’s
chapel tower in Bob's honor and memory. Come ring it in with us! Wear
blue! And join us right after the 8:45 am service as we process around
the campus and take a parish photo before the ringing of the bell!

Annual Kick-0ff Sunday
& Fall Picnic

Sunday, September 13, 12:15 pm
Great Hall & Courtyard

Join us as we kick off a new program year at Epiphany! Right after the
11:00 am service, stay for our Annual Fall Picnic in the Great Hall and
Courtyard. Bring some of your favorite picnic sides and desserts to
share! It's a big day for our whole community, so invite a friend! Want
to help? Contact Amanda Eap at amanda@epiphanyseattle.org.

Evensong Talk

September 20, 6:30 pm
Church

Every third Sunday immediately following Evensong, join Director of
Music Zach Hemenway for a 15-minute talk about the service you just
experienced. Epiphany is one of only a few churches in the United
States where Choral Evensong is sung weekly year-round. Each month,
Zach will take you deeper into a different aspect of it: its history, its
structure, how the music is chosen, and more. Come discover why this
centuries-old service still has so much to offer us today.
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The Aphorisms of Epiphany

The Aphorisms of Epiphany are short, concise statements that express the wisdom of the Gospel.
They have become a common language at Epiphany that articulates deep theology in a succinct
manner. In fact, because they are so easily learned by heart, they become referential points, road

maps if you will, for living a Kingdom of God lifestyle in a very secular world.

A PLACE AT EPTPHANY

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you have a place at Epiphany

There are two theological presuppositions woven like a double helix into this aphorism:

e Everyone is on a spiritual journey. If a person is alive, they are on a spiritual journey.
Therefore, the question becomes: Is this spiritual journey accidental, or is it intentional? The
journey is taking place one way or the other. Is it ignored or owned? Epiphany exists to help
people move with intentionality along on their spiritual journey.

e Everyone is included. No doctrinal affirmation or belief administration is required to be in

the Kingdom of God. To be is to be included in God’s realm. Epiphany exists as a place
where full inclusion plays out in all patterns of her communal life.

BAD THING = LAST THING

The Bad Thing is never the Last Thing

This statement is about the resurrection of Jesus. There are three sides to the equilateral triangle
of resurrection theology: love, eternal life, and human freedom. These are braided together and
reflected out through this aphorism. The last thing, then, is always good, because it arrives at
God, and God is love. Epiphany is designed to be an institutional sonnet of this divine love song.

THE ROYAL PRIESTHOOD

Humanity is a Royal Priesthood

This is the title for a human being because it speaks to our complex nature, as well as, our
providential responsibility. For we are temporal and eternal; mortal and immortal; physical and
spiritual... simultaneously, fully and completely, indivisibly as singular, unique, human beings.
The title represents our two responsibilities: Kings and Queens who care for creation and for one
another. That is our royal obligation. And Priests to connect and commune with God. That is our
sacred duty.

These responsibilities are as applicable today, as they were 1,000 years ago, or 10,000 years ago,
and as they will be in 2070. The Royal Priesthood is our cruciform identity, symbolized by the
cross: with the vertical stroke representing our connection to God, the Priesthood. And the
horizontal stroke represents our connection to one another and the world, our Royalty.

THE LEARNING CHURCH

Epiphany is a Learning Church

Christianity is infinitely interesting and intellectually rigorous. To study one’s way into
understanding God, and the person of Jesus, is a well trodden path. This requires well-educated
teachers ready to engage the inquirer, and committed to teaching theology from the pulpit and in
classrooms. Learning venues that cater to people with different intellectual orientations and
capacities is a hallmark of Epiphany as a learning church.
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS
RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW

The Kingdom of God is where God's will is always done. Claiming both God's permanent
presence and God's steadfast love raises the theodicy question: why does God allow bad things to
happen? Epiphany exists to teach the Kingdom by shifting people from their own perspective
toward God's, through three ideas:

e God's perspective: As Isaiah writes, God's ways are higher than ours. Human perspective is
bound by death; God's is not. Death separates us from our neighbors, but never from God;
the soul comes from God's love and is never extinguished.

e God's guardrails: Creation runs on fixed patterns—the sun, moon, stars, gravity, seasons,
birth and death—that no human choice can alter. Science studies these guardrails.

e Human freedom: True love requires freedom. Within God's Kingdom, God has carved out
smaller kingdoms for individual will; theologically, this is "earth." Here freedom plays out in
hearts, relationships, and communities. God prefers certain choices but won't interfere, since
love without freedom isn't love.

Epiphany's message: God organized creation for our eternal good because God loves us. Much
of life's suffering comes from human choices oriented toward earthly self-preservation rather
than heavenly alignment. Epiphany trains people to align choice with God's desire as captured in
the Lord's Prayer. Living in that flow is to know God's presence right here, right now.

MERCY IS GOD'S GO-TO RESPONSE

Because God is Love, God’s Mercy Endures Forever.

We tend to think of power as strength; force that wins, controls, or overcomes. Power proves
itself by domination. It asserts. It conquers. It gets its way. But that is not how God expresses
power. Across the whole arc of Scripture, a different pattern is revealed. When humanity
fractures relationship with God in Genesis, God does not annihilate or abandon. God clothes,
accompanies, and sends humanity forward (Gen 3:21). At Sinai, after profound failure, God
names God’s own nature: “merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love”
(Exo 34:6). The psalms repeat it like a heartbeat: “His mercy endures forever” (Psalm 136).

This is not incidental. It is definitional. Mercy is not something God does from time to time.
Mercy is core to God’s nature, and as such, God’s go to response when responding to humanity.
Over and over again our tradition shows us how God acts with compassion precisely where
judgment and condemnation would seem justified.

That is why mercy can be so unsettling. We are comfortable with mercy when it benefits us. We
are less comfortable when it extends to those we believe deserve something else. And yet, again
and again, Scripture insists: God’s instinct is not to condemn, but to restore.

This reaches its fullest expression in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Faced with
violence, he answers with forgiveness. Faced with rejection, he remains present. Faced with
death, he brings life. The resurrection is not simply a display of powers; it is a revelation of God’s
nature. Love does not overpower death by force. Love overcomes death to reveal in resurrection a
deeper operating principle at the core of creation, the restoring power of mercy. And once we see
this, we notice the power of mercy everywhere. Not in grand displays, but in patience instead of
reaction, in forgiveness instead of scorekeeping, in presence instead of withdrawal. And so,
because God is love, mercy is not God’s preferred response, it is God’s go to response.
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PILGRIMAGES TO THE UK

Epiphany Parish  Journeys of Faith Across Britain * July and August 2027

1. Rochester to Canterbury — Walking Pilgrimage

~45 miles * 8—10 miles/day < Ideal first pilgrimage & introduction to long-distance
walking

Following the ancient pilgrim route through the North Downs, this journey moves at a
walking pace of 8-10 miles a day, steady enough to challenge, gentle enough to
welcome first-time pilgrims. Along the way, we build in intentional time inside village
churches and both great cathedrals, treating each stop as a place of prayer rather than a
photo opportunity (although you will be able to take photographs!). The heart of this
pilgrimage is the inner journey: walking as a spiritual discipline, letting the rhythm of
footsteps become a kind of moving prayer as we draw closer to Canterbury, one of
Christianity's oldest and most storied destinations.

2. Winchester to Canterbury — Bus Pilgrimage

Winchester -> York -> Lincoln -> Cambridge -> Canterbury <+ And more! * No hiking
required

Designed for those who want to go deep into our Anglican heritage without long days
on foot, this pilgrimage travels by coach across England, visiting the cathedrals,
churches, and holy sites that shaped the English church, from Winchester's ancient
roots, north to York and Lincoln, then south through Cambridge before arriving in
Canterbury. Expect time in each cathedral and church, conversation about the history
and theology that formed Anglican identity, and a pace that leaves room for rest,
reflection, and fellowship along the way.

3. Melrose to Holy Island — Walking Pilgrimage

~85 miles * 10 — 12 miles/day * Borders Abbeys Way and St Cuthbert's Way * Five abbey
ruins along the route

This walk follows part of the Borders Abbeys Way and picks up St Cuthbert's Way
through the quiet farmland and hills of the Scottish Borders, passing the evocative ruins
of five medieval abbeys along the route. The pace is unhurried, built for silence, prayer,
and noticing, culminating in the crossing of the historic Pilgrims' Way, the tidal
causeway path across the sands to Lindisfarne (Holy Island), timed carefully with the
tides. It ends where Celtic Christianity took deep root in Britain, on the same shores St
Cuthbert once walked. Walkers need to be in good physical shape.

INFORMATION MEETING
Date & Time: August 23, 2026 at 10:00 am
Location: Great Hall

Questions? Contact Diane Carlisle, at dcarlisle@epiphanyseattle.org
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To find out more about all of our ministries go to
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Parish Life Minister Amanda Eap
Altar Guild Jenny Cummins
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