
Welcome to this service of Choral 
Evensong. Choral Evensong has 
its roots in the ancient monastic 
offices of Vespers and Compline, 
from which it retains a framework 
in which prayers are chanted, 
Scripture is read, and canticles 
(biblical songs) are sung in response 
to the lessons. Since the sixteenth 
century, Evensong has provided 
a daily opportunity for stillness, 
contemplation, prayer, and praise in 
the cathedrals, chapels, and great 
parish churches of England. Today 
it is sung regularly throughout the 
Anglican communion (of which 
the Episcopal Church is a part). 
The congregation adds its prayer 
to the offering of the choir, and 
is encouraged to join heartily in 
the speaking of responses and the 
singing of hymns.

CHORAL EVENSONG
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5:30 pm





CHORAL EVENSONG

THE VOLUNTARY

At the sound of the bell, all rise as able.

THE PROCESSION

INTROIT: O lux beata trinitas                                                                                                                                                William Byrd

	 O Trinity of blessed light, 
	 O Unity of princely might, 
	 The fiery sun now goes his way; 
	 Shed Thou within our hearts Thy ray.

	 To Thee our morning song of praise, 
	 To Thee our evening prayer we raise; 
	 Thy glory suppliant we adore 
	 Forever and forevermore.

	 All laud to God the Father be; 
	 All praise, Eternal Son, to Thee; 
	 All glory, as is ever meet, 
	 To God the Holy Paraclete.

	 (Sung in Latin)

OPENING SENTENCES

Officiant	 Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life.’

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PRECES                                                                                                                                             Setting by Doug Yocum

Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir	 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us.
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
	 world without end. Amen.
Cantor	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.



Sung by all as the candles are lit.
PHOS HILARON: Hymn 36―O gladsome Light, O grace of God the Father’s face 	                      Le Cantique de Siméon

 

The people are seated.
PSALM 149: Cantate Domino	  Chants: C. V. Stanford

O sing unto the Lord a new song * 
let the congregation of saints praise him.

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him * 
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.

Let them praise his Name in the dance * 
let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp.

For the Lord hath pleasure in his people * 
and helpeth the meek-hearted.

Let the saints be joyful with glory * 
let them rejoice in their beds.

Let the praises of God be in their mouth * 
and a two-edged sword in their hands;
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To be avenged of the heathen * 
and to rebuke the people;

To bind their kings in chains * 
and their nobles with links of iron.

That they may be avenged of them, as it is written * 
Such honour have all his saints.

PSALM 150: Laudate Dominum	  Chants: Stanford

O praise God in his holiness * 
praise him in the firmament of his power.

Praise him in his noble acts * 
praise him according to his excellent greatness.

Praise him in the sound of the trumpet * 
praise him upon the lute and harp.

Praise him in the cymbals and dances * 
praise him upon the strings and pipe.

Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals * 
 praise him upon the loud cymbals.

Let every thing that hath breath * 
praise the Lord.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

All are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON: Job 38:1-11, 42:1-5

The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: ‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up 
your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined its mea-
surements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone 
when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings* shouted for joy?

‘Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb?—when I made the clouds its garment, and thick 
darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, “Thus far shall you come, and 
no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stopped”?

Then Job answered the Lord: ‘I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. “Who is 
this that hides counsel without knowledge?” Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for 
me, which I did not know.

“Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you declare to me.” I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now 
my eye sees you.



The people remain seated.
THE MAGNIFICAT: Jesus College Service                                                                                                                      William Mathias

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

All are seated.
THE SECOND LESSON: John 1:29-34

John saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This 
is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know 
him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’

The people remain seated.
THE NUNC DIMITTIS: Jesus College Service                                                                                                                            Mathias

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



All remain standing and chant the creed.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED	

All:		  I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth;
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried.
	 He descended into hell.
	 The third day he rose again from the dead.
	 He ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
	 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
	 I believe in the Holy Ghost,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE RESPONSES                                                                                                                                               Setting by Yocum

Cantor	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy Spirit.
Cantor	 Let us pray.

The people kneel.
Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
	 Our Father, which art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Cantor	 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor	 O Lord, save the state.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



THE COLLECTS

Cantor	 Almighty and everlasting God, who hast given unto us thy servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, 
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity: 
We beseech thee that thou wouldest keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see 
thee in thy one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit livest and reignest, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers 
of this night; for the love of thine only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The people are seated. 
THE WELCOME

Sung by the choir.
THE ANTHEM:  Festival Te Deum                                                                                                                                  Benjamin Britten
                            
                            We praise thee, O God: 
                            We acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
                            All the earth doth worship thee: 
                            The Father everlasting. 
                            To thee all angels cry aloud: 
                            The Heavens, and all the powers therein. 
                            To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry, 
                            Holy, Holy, Holy. Lord God of Sabaoth; 
                            Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory. 

                           The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee. 
                           The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise thee.
                           The noble army of Martyrs praise thee. 
                           The holy Church throughout all the world 
                           doth acknowledge thee; 
                           The Father of an infinite Majesty; 
                           thine honorable, true, and only Son; 
                           Also the Holy Ghost: the Comforter. 

                           Thou art the King of Glory: O Christ. 
                           Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
                            When thou took’st upon thee to deliver man: 
                            Thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 
                            When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death: 
                            Thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers.

During the following anthem, a collection is taken for Music at Epiphany. You may contribute by 
using the QR code here, or by cash or check. This evening’s service of Choral Evensong is funded 
directly by your support, and we thank you in advance for your generosity. Gifts of any size are 
needed and appreciated. 



                            Thou sittest at the right hand of God: 
                            In the Glory of the Father. 
                            We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge. 
                            We therefore pray thee, help thy servants: 
                            Whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
                            Make them to be numbered with thy Saints: In glory everlasting. 

                             O Lord, save Thy people: 
                             And bless thine heritage. 
                             Govern them: And lift them up forever. 
                             Day by day we magnify thee; 
                             And we worship thy Name, 
                             ever world without end.

                             Vouchsafe, O Lord: 
                             To keep us this day without sin. 
                             O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
                             O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us: 
                             As our trust is in thee. 
                             O Lord, in thee have I trusted: 
                             Let me never be confounded.

All stand.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING	

All		  Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving‑kindness to us and to all thou hast made.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.

A PRAYER OF SAINT CHRYSOSTOM

Officiant	 Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication unto 
thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.     
Amen.



THE BLESSING	

Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
All	 And with thy Spirit.
Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.
All	 Thanks be to God.
Officiant	 Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him 

from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

HYMN 367: Round the Lord in glory seated                                                                                                                            Rustington

The people remain standing as the procession exits the church.
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Want to mark your calendar with upcoming events? Learn more at EpiphanySeattle.org/events

Preserve & Enhance our Spiritual Home

Join us for a Chancel Gathering to learn
more about how you can participate in
honoring our past and generously
passing Epiphany to future generations.

100% participation: Epiphany has thrived for the past 18 years
through a simple but powerful pattern: when everyone participates
and gives generously according to their capacity, we have what we
need. If we honor this same principle today, we’ll be able to care for
this place and continue as a thriving Episcopal church.
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