
Welcome to this service of Choral 
Evensong. Choral Evensong has 
its roots in the ancient monastic 
offices of Vespers and Compline, 
from which it retains a framework 
in which prayers are chanted, 
Scripture is read, and canticles 
(biblical songs) are sung in response 
to the lessons. Since the sixteenth 
century, Evensong has provided 
a daily opportunity for stillness, 
contemplation, prayer, and praise in 
the cathedrals, chapels, and great 
parish churches of England. Today 
it is sung regularly throughout the 
Anglican communion (of which 
the Episcopal Church is a part). 
The congregation adds its prayer 
to the offering of the choir, and 
is encouraged to join heartily in 
the speaking of responses and the 
singing of hymns.

CHORAL EVENSONG

APRIL 5, 2026

5:30 pm





CHORAL EVENSONG

THE VOLUNTARY: Pièce d’orgue, BWV 572                                                                                                                          J. S. Bach

At the sound of the bell, all rise as able.

THE PROCESSION

INTROIT: Easter Acclamations                                                                                                                                               Conrad Eden

	 Christ the Lord hath risen indeed; there is sprung up a light for the righteous,  
	 and joyful gladness for such as are true-hearted. Alleluia. 
	 This is the day which the Lord hath made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia. 
	 Tell it out among the nations that the Lord hath reigned from the Tree. Alleluia.

OPENING SENTENCES

Officiant	 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” 

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PRECES                                                                                                                                      Setting by Kenneth Leighton

Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir	 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us.
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
	 world without end. Amen.
Cantor	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.



Sung by all as the candles are lit.
PHOS HILARON: Hymn 36―O gladsome Light, O grace of God the Father’s face 	                      Le Cantique de Siméon

 

The people are seated.
PSALM 118: Confitemini Domino	 Alan Gray & J. Jones

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious * 
because his mercy endureth for ever.

Let Israel now confess, that he is gracious * 
and that his mercy endureth for ever.

Let the house of Aaron now confess * 
that his mercy endureth for ever.

Yea, let them now that fear the Lord confess * 
that his mercy endureth for ever.

I called upon the Lord in trouble * 
and the Lord heard me at large.

The Lord is on my side * 
I will not fear what man doeth unto me.

The Lord taketh my part with them that help me * 
therefore shall I see my desire upon mine enemies.

It is better to trust in the Lord * 
than to put any confidence in man.
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It is better to trust in the Lord * 
than to put any confidence in princes.

All nations compassed me round about * 
but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy them.

They kept me in on every side, they kept me in, I say, on every side * 
but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy them.

They came about me like bees, and are extinct even as the fire among the thorns * 
for in the Name of the Lord I will destroy them.

Thou hast thrust sore at me, that I might fall * 
but the Lord was my help.

The Lord is my strength, and my song * 
and is become my salvation.

The voice of joy and health is in the dwellings of the righteous * 
the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass.

The right hand of the Lord hath the pre-eminence * 
the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass.

I shall not die, but live * 
and declare the works of the Lord.

The Lord hath chastened and corrected me * 
but he hath not given me over unto death.

Open me the gates of righteousness * 
that I may go into them, and give thanks unto the Lord.

This is the gate of the Lord * 
the righteous shall enter into it.

I will thank thee, for thou hast heard me * 
and art become my salvation.

The same stone which the builders refused * 
is become the head-stone in the corner.

This is the Lord’s doing * 
and it is marvellous in our eyes.

This is the day which the Lord hath made * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Help me now, O Lord * 
O Lord, send us now prosperity.

Blessed be he that cometh in the Name of the Lord * 
we have wished you good luck, ye that are of the house of the Lord.

God is the Lord who hath shewed us light * 
bind the sacrifice with cords, yea, even unto the horns of the altar.

Thou art my God, and I will thank thee * 
thou art my God, and I will praise thee.

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious * 
and his mercy endureth for ever.



The people stand for the Gloria Patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

All are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 51:9-11

Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord! Awake, as in days of old, the generations of long ago! Was it not you 
who cut Rahab in pieces, who pierced the dragon? Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep; 
who made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to cross over? So the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.

The people remain seated.
THE MAGNIFICAT: Collegium Magdalenae Oxoniense                                                                                                          Leighton

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

All are seated.
THE SECOND LESSON: Luke 24:13-35

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking 
with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came 
near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing 
with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, an-
swered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned 
to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early 
this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him 
strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with 
them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The 
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.



The people remain seated.
THE NUNC DIMITTIS: Collegium Magdalenae Oxoniense                                                                                                   Leighton

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

All remain standing and chant the creed.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED	

All:		  I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth;
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried.
	 He descended into hell.
	 The third day he rose again from the dead.
	 He ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
	 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
	 I believe in the Holy Ghost,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE RESPONSES                                                                                                                                            Setting by Leighton

Cantor	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy Spirit.
Cantor	 Let us pray.

The people kneel.

Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
	 Our Father, which art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.



Cantor	 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor	 O Lord, save the state.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

THE COLLECTS

Cantor	 Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death and opened unto us 
the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be 
raised from the death of sin by thy life-giving Spirit; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the same Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers 
of this night; for the love of thine only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The people are seated. 
THE WELCOME

Sung by the choir.
THE ANTHEM: Haec dies                                                                                                                                                       William Byrd
                            
                            This is the day which the Lord hath made:
                            let us be glad and rejoice therein.
                            Alleluia.

                            (sung in Latin)
                         

During the following anthem, a collection is taken for Music at Epiphany. You may contribute by 
using the QR code here, or by cash or check. This evening’s service of Choral Evensong is funded 
directly by your support, and we thank you in advance for your generosity. Gifts of any size are 
needed and appreciated. 



All stand.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING	

All		  Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving‑kindness to us and to all thou hast made.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.

A PRAYER OF SAINT CHRYSOSTOM

Officiant	 Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication unto 
thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.     
Amen.

THE BLESSING	

Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
All	 And with thy Spirit.
Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.
All	 Thanks be to God.
Officiant	 Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him 

from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.



HYMN 191: Alleluia, alleluia!                                                                                                                                                           Lux eoi
The Hymnal 1982 - #191 Alleluia, alleluia

1 Alleluia, alleluia!
Hearts and voices heavenward raise:

sing to God a hymn of gladness,
sing to God a hymn of praise.

He, who on the cross a victim,
for the worldÕs salvation bled,

Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
now is risen from the dead.

2 Now the iron bars are broken,
Christ from death to life is born,

glorious life, and life immortal,
on his resurrection morn.

Christ has triumphed, and we conquer
by his mighty enterprise:

we with him to life eternal
by his resurrection rise.

3 Christ is risen, Christ, the first-fruits
of the holy harvest-field,

which with all its full abundance
at his second coming yield:

then the golden ears of harvest
will their heads before him wave,

ripened by his glorious sunshine
from the furrows of the grave.

4 Christ is risen, we are risen!
Shed upon us heavenly grace,

rain and dew and gleams of glory
from the brightness of thy face;

that, with hearts in heaven dwelling,
we on earth may fruitful be,

and by angel hands be gathered,
and be ever, Lord, with thee.



The people remain standing as the procession exits the church.

You are invited to a festive reception in the chapel.
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