
     

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holy Eucharist

January 20, 2025 at 7:30 pm

“I’ve seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight,
 that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land.”

“I say to you, I have also decided to stick with love, for I know that love is ultimately 
the only answer to mankind’s problems.”



The Gathering
Thank you for turning off all electronic devices.

Voluntary    
                                          
At the sound of the bell, all rise. 
Hymn 607                                                              O God of every nation                                                          Llangloffan
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Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 	  And blessed be God´s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Presider  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse  
               the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
               worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.	
			 
Presider The Lord be with you.
People 	 And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day  said by all		
Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your people out of slavery, and made 
them free at last: Grant that your Church, following the example of your prophet Martin Luther 
King, may resist oppression in the name of your love, and may secure for all your children the 
blessed liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
The people sit for
The First Reading from a sermon preached by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in Atlanta, Georgia, in August 1967	
	

 And so we still have a long, long way to go before we reach the promised land of freedom. Yes, we 
have left the dusty soils of Egypt, and we have crossed a Red Sea that had for years been hardened 
by a long and piercing winter of massive resistance, but before we reach the majestic shores of the 
promised land, there will still be gigantic mountains of opposition ahead and prodigious hilltops 
of injustice. We still need some Paul Revere of conscience to alert every hamlet and every village 
of America that revolution is still at hand. Yes, we need a chart; we need a compass; indeed, we 
need some North Star to guide us into a future shrouded with impenetrable uncertainties.

The Second Reading by Pauli Murray from The Dilemma of the Minority Christian, 1974

 For those of us who have been born into a group that has been the object of contempt, injustice, 
and oppression, the figure of the Suffering Servant, the example of Jesus Christ, presents us with a 
more difficult dilemma.  On the one hand, we strive for self-respect and pride in ourselves and our 
achievements against those who would deny our humanity and our personhood.  On the other hand, 
we are told that self-pride is a stumbling block to salvation.  Are we expected to endure injustice 
submissively?  To give our backs to the smiters? Not to be rebellious when all around us we see evil 
and injustice?  I would be dishonest if I told you that I have answers to these questions.  I wrestle 
with them daily.  For in them lies the ultimate test of our faith in God–a faith that God is in control 
of the universe and of our own destiny; that God moves in history; that God is continually working 
to reconcile humankind to himself and his love; that whatever we suffer is a part of God’s ultimate 
plan; that we are in fact God’s suffering servants in the salvation history of the world.  
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The people stand to sing.
Hymn 529                                                    In Christ there is no east or west                                                         McKee

The people sit for
The Third Reading from by Desmond Tutu is an excerpt from Nobel Peace Prize Speech, 1984
	

 Because there is global insecurity, nations are engaged in a mad arms race, spending billions of 
dollars wastefully on instruments of destruction, when millions are starving. And yet, just a fraction 
of what is expended so obscenely on defense budgets would make the difference in enabling God’s 
children to fill their stomachs, be educated, and given the chance to lead fulfilled and happy lives. 
We have the capacity to feed ourselves several times over, but we are daily haunted by the spectacle 
of the gaunt dregs of humanity shuffling along in endless queues, with bowls to collect what the 
charity of the world has provided, too little too late. When will we learn, when will the people of the 
world get up and say, Enough is enough. God created us for fellowship. God created us so that 
we should form the human family, existing together because we were made for one another. We 
are not made for an exclusive self-sufficiency but for interdependence, and we break the law of 
our being at our peril . . . When will we learn that human beings are of infinite value because they 
have been created in the image of God, and that it is a blasphemy to treat them as if they were 
less than this and to do so ultimately recoils on those who do this? In dehumanizing others, they 
are themselves dehumanized. Perhaps oppression dehumanizes the oppressor as much as, if not 
more than, the oppressed. They need each other to become truly free, to become human. We can 
be human only in fellowship, in community, in koinonia, in peace.
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The Fourth Reading from a sermon preached by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in Atlanta, Georgia, in August 
1967	 	

 And so I say to you today, my friends, that you may be able to speak with the tongues of men 
and angels; you may have the eloquence of articulate speech; but if you have not love, it means 
nothing. Yes, you may have the gift of prophecy; you may have the gift of scientific prediction and 
understand the behavior of molecules; you may break into the storehouse of nature and bring 
forth many new insights; yes, you may ascend to the heights of academic achievement so that you 
have all knowledge ; and you may boast of your great institutions of learning and the boundless 
extent of your degrees; but if you have not love, all of these mean absolutely nothing. You may 
even give your goods to feed the poor; you may bestow great gifts to charity; and you may tower 
high in philanthropy; but if you have not love, your charity means nothing. You may even give your 
body to be burned and die the death of a martyr, and your spilt blood may be a symbol of honor for 
generations yet unborn, and thousands may praise you as one of history’s greatest heroes; but if 
you have not love your blood was spilt in vain. What I’m trying to get you to see this morning is that 
a man may be self-centered in his self-denial and self-righteous in his self-sacrifice. His generosity 
may feed his ego, and his piety may feed his pride. So without love, benevolence becomes egotism, 
and martyrdom becomes spiritual pride.

Offertory Solo	                                                             Steal away                                                         Traditional spiritual

Steal away, steal away,
Steal away to Jesus.

Steal away, steal away home.
I ain’t got long to stay here.

My Lord, he calls me, 
He calls me by the thunder;

The trumpet sounds within my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here.

Green trees are bending,
Poor sinners stand a-trembling;

The trumpet sounds within my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here.

The FIfth Reading from a sermon preached by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., called “The Drum Major Instinct.” He 
delivered it at his home church of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, GA, on February 4, 1968.		
 	 And every now and then I think about my own death and I think about my own funeral. And I 

don’t think of it in a morbid sense. And every now and then I ask myself, “What is it that I would 
want said?” And I leave the word to you this morning.

	 If any of you are around when I have to meet my day, I don’t want a long funeral. And if you get 
somebody to deliver the eulogy, tell them not to talk too long.  And every now and then I wonder 
what I want them to say. 

	 I’d like somebody to mention that day that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to give his life serving 
others. 

	 I’d like for somebody to say that day that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to love somebody.

	 I want you to say that day that I tried to be right on the war question. 

	 I want you to be able to say that day that I did try to feed the hungry. 

	 And I want you to be able to say that day that I did try in my life to clothe those who were naked. 
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	 I want you to say on that day that I did try in my life to visit those who were in prison. 

	 I want you to say that I tried to love and serve humanity. 

	

The people stand to sing
The Gospel Acclamation 	                                                                                                                        Mode IV

The Cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it, and again after the verse.
	

‘

	                       Verse:   Speak Lord, your servant is listening. You have the words of everlasting life.
	              	
The Gospel 	 Luke 6:27–36
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People	   Glory to you Lord, Christ.
							                     

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to 
everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 
Do to others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People	   Praise to you Lord, Christ.

The Prayers
Minister	 Lord have mercy.
People	 Christ have mercy.
Minister	 Lord have mercy.
	 Let us pray.

Minister	 God of love, we pray for your church; for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek you 
in the community of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your work of 
reconciliation in the world. God of love,

People	 Hear our prayers for the church.

Minister	 God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and unity 
across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would 
serve the common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out against hatred, to actively 
resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love. God of freedom,

People	 Hear our prayers for the world.

	

Al le- lu- ia,- al le- lu- ia,- al le- lu- ia.-

& œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
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Minister	 God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and markets; 
for our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and 
opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all people, beginning 
here at home. God of peace,

People	 Hear our prayers for this community.

Minister	 God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are closely 
linked with ours, as well as those connected to us as part of the human family. For refugees 
and prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; 
for all held down by prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as 
we seek and serve Christ in all persons. God of mercy,

People	 Hear our prayers for all who are in need.

Minister	 God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every generation who 
have worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who 
died because of hatred; and for all the communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call 
to proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious 
company of the saints in light. God of grace,

People	 Hear our prayers for those who have died.

Presider O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in good time, all nations 
and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And also with you.

The ministers and people greet one another in the name of Christ.

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory Sentence 
Presider  Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has
               greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

Offertory Solo	                                                 Precious Lord, take my hand                                     Traditional spiritual

Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand,

 I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, 

Lead me on to the light:
Take my hand, precious Lord, 

Lead me home.
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When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 
Hold my hand lest I fall:

Take my hand, precious Lord,
 Lead me home.

When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near,

 And the day is past and gone,
 At the river I stand, 

Guide my feet, hold my hand:
Take my hand, precious Lord,

 Lead me home.

The people stand.

Eucharistic Prayer A
Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People 	   And also with you.  
Presider   Lift up your hearts. 
People 	   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People 	   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider  	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us 
as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to 
guide us into all truth.	

	 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus sung by all	 David Hurd

& ## œ ˙
Ho - ly,

œ ˙
ho - ly,

œ œ ˙
ho - ly Lord,

œ œ œ œ œ ˙
God of pow - er and might,

œ œ œ
hea - ven and
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earth are full of your glo - ry.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Ho - san - na in the high - est.

& ## œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Ho-san-na in the high - est.



The Presider continues
Presider	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

               Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People	   Christ has died. 
	   Christ is risen. 
	   Christ will come again.

Presider	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. 

People	 Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

Presider	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People    AMEN.

Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,  
The Lord’s Prayer  said by all

	        Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		       hallowed be thy Name,  

	      thy kingdom come, 
		       thy will be done,  

	        on earth as it is in heaven. 
		    Give us this day our daily bread.   

	   And forgive us our trespasses,  
	      as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 	   And lead us not into temptation, 

		       but deliver us from evil. 
		    For thine is the kingdom, 
		       and the power, and the glory,  

	     for ever and ever. Amen.



      

Fraction Anthem 
Presider   Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People    Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

The Invitation to Communion	
Presider 	The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are invited to receive the Holy Communion. The bread will be placed in your palm. You may consume the bread and then drink 
from the chalice (please grasp the bottom of the chalice firmly and guide it to your lips); or, you may leave the bread in your palm 
for the chalice bearer to dip it into the wine and place it on your tongue. The People’s response to receiving the bread and the wine 
is “Amen.”  Gluten-free wafers are available.  To indicate to the Eucharistic minister that you would like a gluten-free wafer, please 
present your hands palms down.  Those who do not wish to receive Communion are invited to come forward for a blessing, 
indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.	

The people stand.
Postcommunion Prayer 
Presider   Let us pray. 

	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing 	

Presider  Be at peace. Encourage the faint-hearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  See that you 
do not repay evil for evil, but always seek to do good. And the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Hymn 599                   	                                  Lift every voice and sing                                                      Lift Every Voice
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Dismissal   
Presider    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia.
People	     Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.

Voluntary                                                      	
		             				             
Music reprinted by permission, OneLicence #A-706859


