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All stand at the ringing of the bell.

OPENING SENTENCES

Officiant	 I will bless the Lord, who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set the Lord 
always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE CONFESSION

Officiant	 Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and 
obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

 The people kneel and say together:
All Almighty and most merciful Father, 

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto all in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
 to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

Officiant	 The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance, amend-
ment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

Welcome	to	this	service	of	choral	evensong.	Choral	Evensong	has	its	roots	in	the	ancient	monastic	
offices	of	Vespers	and	Compline,	from	which	it	retains	a	framework	in	which	prayers	are	chanted,	
Scripture	 is	 read,	 and	 canticles	 (biblical	 songs)	 are	 sung	 in	 response	 to	 the	 lessons.	 Since	 the	
sixteenth	century,	Evensong	has	provided	a	daily	opportunity	for	stillness,	contemplation,	prayer,	
and	 praise	 in	 the	 cathedrals,	 chapels,	 and	 great	 parish	 churches	 of	 England.	Today	 it	 is	 sung	
regularly	 throughout	 the	Anglican	 communion	 (of	which	 the	 Episcopal	 Church	 is	 a	 part).	The	
congregation	adds	its	prayer	to	the	offering	of	the	choir,	and	is	encouraged	to	join	in	heartily	in	
the	speaking	of	responses	and	the	singing	of	hymns.



All stand.
THE PRECES Setting	by	Philip	Radcliffe

Officiant	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Officiant	 O God, make speed to save us.
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
Choir	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
 world without end. Amen.
Officiant	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

The people are seated.
PSALM 31:1-8: In te, Domine, speravi Anglican	Chant:	Henry	Purcell

Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord *
Lord, hear my voice.
O let thine ears consider well *
the voice of my complaint.
If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss *
O Lord, who may abide it?
For there is mercy with thee *
therefore shalt thou be feared.
I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him *
in his word is my trust.
My soul fleeth unto the Lord *
before the morning watch, I say, before the morning watch.
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy *
and with him is plenteous redemption.
And he shall redeem Israel *
from all his sins
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
world without end. Amen.

All are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 49:1-7

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me before I was born, while 
I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he 
hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Isra-
el, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” And now the Lord says, who formed me in the 
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in 
the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength-- he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and 
they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 



The	people	remain	seated.
THE MAGNIFICAT: Evening Service in G E.C.	Bairstow

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

The people stand for the gloria patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

All are seated.
THE SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is 
the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolish-
ness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to noth-
ing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let 
the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The	people	remain	seated.
THE NUNC DIMITTIS: Evening Service in G E.C.	Bairstow

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

The people stand for the gloria patri.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



All	stand	and	chant	the	creed.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE RESPONSES Setting	by	Radcliffe

Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy Spirit.
Officiant	 Let us pray.
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
All Our Father, which art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Officiant	 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
Choir And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant	 O Lord, save the state.
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir And bless thine inheritance.
Officiant	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



THE COLLECTS

Officiant	 Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the 
example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also 
be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers 
of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sung	by	the	choir.
THE HYMN: Go to dark Gethsemane St.	Petra



All stand.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

All  Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving‑kindness to us and to all thou hast made.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A PRAYER OF SAINT CHRYSOSTOM

Officiant	 Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication unto 
thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.     
Amen.

THE BLESSING 

Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
All And with thy Spirit.
Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Officiant	 Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him 

from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

Sung	by	the	choir.
AN ORISON: Jesus, so Lowly Harold	Friedell

Jesus, so lowly, child of the earth: christen me wholly, bring me new birth.
Jesus, so lonely, weary and sad; teach me that only love maketh glad.
Jesus, so broken, silent and pale; be this the token, love will not fail.
Jesus, victorious, mighty and free; teach me how glorious death is to be.
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